
Design Brief for Almanac Arts Festival 

Bedford Creative Arts (BCA) are an arts commissioning charity, seeking 

to question and explore genuine artistic collaboration and what it means 

to commission with communities. We work with specialist, experienced 

artists who are exploring new possibilities of collaborative arts practice. 

Please see our website/ follow the link below for full details of our 

commissions in 2012 and our commissioning ethos. 

http://www.bedfordcreativearts.org.uk/index.php/about-us/168-2/  

We want to commission a piece of print for our new Almanac festival. 

Almanac will be a ‘micro-festival’ of art, ideas and collaboration 

presented by BCA and all the people we’ve worked with over the last 

year. We aim to commission a designer/illustrator to work with us in the 

same way that we commission artists to work with us. 

We see Almanac as an opportunity to collect together everything that’s 

happened in the last 12 months, as well as a chance to look to the future 

and think about what we can do next. All the artists we’ve commissioned 

this year will contribute new ideas for festival events and activities, as 

well as showcasing the outcomes of all our commissions.  

The festival will run from 22nd to 24th February 2013 all around 

Bedford. 

What we need; 

A promotional publication with map of activity (the map could be part of 

the publication or a separate piece of print). 

The publication should;  

- detail all the events and activities happening during the festival 

including text about each event and relevant images. 

- have a clear table of events showing when and where things are 

happening in addition to the more in depth info. about each event.  

- have an outline of BCA  

- acknowledge our sponsors e.g. Arts Council England and Bedford 

Borough Council. It should also have our logo on it. 

http://www.bedfordcreativearts.org.uk/index.php/about-us/168-2/


- be around A5 in size and will consist of approximately 8-12 pages, or 

possibly slightly smaller so that it’s easy to carry around and use as a 

guide to what’s happening during the festival, like a pocket book. 

 - have space for people to write notes and small pockets like those 

found at the front of old Library books for tickets etc. to be put in. 

- look well thumbed and take inspiration from what an Almanac 

traditionally looks like. 

- not be twee; please see the attached images to get an idea of the 

aesthetic we are aiming for. 

- be a lasting document of the festival and the events that took place, 

and be the sort of thing you want to keep/ collect. 

There is a fee of £3000 for this work to include design and printing 

costs. We require a print run of 1500. 

We need the publication to be completed, printed and delivered to 

us for distribution by the 1st week of February 2013. 

Submissions should include; 

On no more than four sides of A4 (excluding appendices) address the 
following: 

 Your interpretation of the brief. 

 An outline of how you would respond to the brief with your 
recommendation for size and format. 

 A fully costed design and production schedule to meet the deadline. 

 A CV, introduction to yourself and your work, including examples of, 
or links to, work for similar organisations or work that you feel is 
relevant to this project and/or the arts sector. 

 
 

Submissions should be sent to us digitally in a single pdf format to 

JanU@bedfordcreativearts.org.uk . 

All responses to the brief should be submitted by 12noon Friday 

14th December 2012. We will shortlist 3 for interview on Tuesday 

18th of December, appointment will be made by Friday 21st 

December. 

mailto:JanU@bedfordcreativearts.org.uk


 

      

 

 

 

 



 

    

 

 


